We’re here to support the curriculum, the students, and you!

RBHS Media Center Services

Collaboration on Projects

Ch…ch…ch…ch…changes…  Libraries have changed dramatically even since the youngest members of the staff were in school.  Librarians are no longer the keepers of the books and guardians of all things quiet.  Instead…

A growing body of research ties school libraries to student academic achievement. The latest statistics from the Illinois library study, Powerful Libraries Make Powerful Learners, are available in a PowerPoint display on the M: drive under Infoliteracy.

Library associations aren’t the only groups getting in on the research.  The Association for Educational Communications and Technology (AECT), the National Study of School Evaluations (NSSE), and the American Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) all have done research that identifies school libraries as centers of learning. 

What does that mean for you?  We are still ready to do whatever we can to help.  Now, however, if we want to help, we need to be prepared to do more than point your students to a certain shelf in the library.  

Research suggests that teaching library or research skills out of the context of an assignment is not as effective as teaching those skills in conjunction with the students’ need for the information. 

Working together is critical.  If we know about your projects in advance, we can

· Buy appropriate electronic or print fiction, nonfiction, and/or reference materials

· Create Pathfinders to guide your students’ independent study 

· Find and display books for your students’ outside reading

· Find, evaluate, and supply databases and electronic books that support your projects

· Better guide the students who wander into the library and say, “I need something on politics/health/diseases/something controversial/the President….”

NOTE: Even if you need us for nothing else, if you at least provide us with a copy of the same project handout that you give your students, we will be much better prepared to help the students who come into the library to work “independently.”  

Deb is willing to do individual, department, or small group presentations for teachers and/or classroom presentations for students on 

· Internet evaluation (Is the site good, bad, just plain hateful, or a hoax?) 

· using Search Engine Math for fast, effective searching 

· individual database bells and whistles 

· the best print resources for the job

· how to best PREPARE for a research project 

· how to not waste time searching

· finding and using the hidden web

· how to use interlibrary loan

Presentations can be done in your classroom, in the lab, or in the library. 

Deb individualizes each assignment based on the teacher’s needs and the topic.  Databases are updated constantly.  Some websites change regularly.  Planning ahead is critical so that Deb has time to prepare for your specific topic and needs and for database or Internet changes.

You can assess those presentations with the final product, of course, or Deb can create a more formal assessment that can be done after the presentation.

Pathfinders

Pathfinders guide students to both the in-house and online sources that they may need for particular research projects.  Deb is more than happy to work with teachers to create pathfinders for the students to access through the Media Center web page. A print sample is also available in the Linking Red Bud High School to a World of Information @ your library folder.

Pathfinders, like so many projects involving research, are time-consuming.  The sooner Deb and teachers can get together to plan one, the better.

Book Talks and Book Lists

Even though so much emphasis is now being placed on the library as a classroom, we have not forgotten that part of our mission is to help instill a love of reading and an appreciation of good writing in our students.

To that end, we keep up with new fiction and nonfiction by reading books and by reading about books.  We put student and teacher reviews of books into the library catalog -- Search Athena for “reviewed by” to read them.  We display books and their reviews throughout the library, and we provide incentives to get students involved in two high school reading programs.  See Reading Programs below.

Deb will do book talks in your classroom or in the library.  She can give basic information talks or attention-grabbing book commercials.  She can quick talk many books or just a few at a time.  Book talks can cover fiction or nonfiction.  They can focus on pleasure reading or required reading for class.  Most of the time we display talked books for several days.  

Book Lists are annotated lists of books for specific reading assignments.  For example, Deb has put together a list of fiction that deals with teen pregnancy for Mrs. Carnahan’s outside reading in Parenting.  She is currently displaying both fiction and nonfiction that relates to government and/or politics for Mr. Price’s outside reading in Government, and she is putting together an annotated list of those books.

Again, planning is the key to successful book talks and book lists.  If you don’t require outside reading until later in the year, early September is not too soon to make arrangements with Deb for book talks or book lists.  

Reading Programs

Read for a Lifetime is an Illinois reading program targeting high school students.  The goal is to promote the enjoyment of reading both contemporary and classic literature.  Each year the list of books changes.  To be involved, students must read and discuss at least four books from the list 

The Abraham Lincoln Illinois High School Book Award (Abe Award) requires that students read and discuss at least five books from that list.  

Deb buys and reads as many of the books as possible, promotes them, and discusses the books with the students who enroll in one or both programs.  The state offers incentives at the end of each program.  We offer more immediate incentives such as cookies from the cafeteria.  Last year some teachers also offered extra credit to students who were involved in the program.

Any teacher who would also like to read and discuss award books with students should see Deb.  

Athena (our electronic card catalog)
If you do not have an Athena icon on your desktop and would like to have access to our collection, please contact Deb as soon as possible.

With access to Athena, you can quickly search our collection for books, videos, DVDs, and audio books by title, author, or subject.  

Currently, we do not have access to Athena outside of the school building.  However, Mr. Hall is looking into the possibility of changing that.

Video/Audio/Digital Library

See information on our collection in your Linking Red Bud High School to a World of Information @ your library folder.  You can find the same information as well as an annotated listing of our entire collection in a pdf file by clicking here.

Newspapers and Magazines

We subscribe to Christian Science Monitor, USA Today, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Belleville News-Democrat, County Journal, and the North County News.

We also subscribe to American Heritage, Atlantic Monthly, Bottom Line Personal, Brides (Homecoming and Prom dresses), Business Week, Consumer Reports, Field & Stream, Good Housekeeping, Historic Illinois, Hot Rod, Illinois Issues, Journal of Illinois History, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, National Geographic, Newsweek, Outdoor Illinois, Outdoor Life, People, Popular Hotrodding, Popular Science, Scientific American, Seventeen, Transworld Skateboarding, Smithsonian, Sports Illustrated, Time, and US News & World Report.

We suspend the daily newspapers, Sports Illustrated, and People magazines during the summer.  We keep weekly papers for three years.  Many of the magazines are thrown out after one year.  

Career Resources

Do you find yourself having classroom or one-on-one discussions with students about “what they want to be when they grow up?”  You can also send them to the library for more information.

We have a collection of books on how to choose a career as well as books that describe various careers and occupations for students who hate school, who attend technical schools, and who attend two or four-year colleges.  We also have several books devoted to careers in… law enforcement, health, television, sports, etc.

With the guidance counselor’s help, we keep our career and college-prep materials up-to-date. If you find that students often ask about a career that we do not have books on, please let us know so that we can add to our collection.

Graduate School Resources

With the new emphasis on “highly qualified teachers” and with so many teachers attending graduate school, we continue to subscribe to EBSCOhost MAS Ultra because it includes a Professional Development Collection designed for educators. This database features more than 550 high quality education journals, more than 350 peer-reviewed titles, and more than 200 educational reports dating back to 1965 – all full text and available 24/7 from any computer with Internet access.  Abstracts are available for another 900 journals as well.

Our print resources for classroom use include the Using Literature for Troubled Teens collections and several Readings on (fill in the blank with works of literature such as To Kill a Mockingbird). 

Interlibrary Loan

If you are looking for a book that we don’t have on our shelves, we can borrow books for free from virtually any library in Illinois.  With a little digging and a little money for shipping and handling, we can even borrow books from virtually any library in the world.  No! I’m not kidding!

Interlibrary loan media (books, DVDs, videos, etc.) are delivered on Mondays and Wednesdays.  Depending on when you place your order, I can have the book in as little as 5 days. 

If you know the title and author, see Deb with that information so that she can order the book.

If you want to browse the other libraries’ shelves, click on Researchers.  Click on “What if I need a book that isn’t in our media center?”  Follow directions to search school and public libraries (Shawnee) or Illinois college and university libraries (ILLINET Online). Directions are also available on our site for getting Deb the information she needs to order those books for you.

Projects on Parade

Let us put your student projects on display.  We have display boards, display cases, easels, and bookshelf space.

We also have an audience for your students’ work. Last year individual RBHS students signed in to the library 4721 times!  Really!  And, students aren’t our only visitors.  The school board and various members of the community meet in the reference room of the library every month.  Also, many teachers will now be in and out of the library for Mr. Hall’s weekly meetings, and members of the entire staff are in the library every few weeks to browse the Books Are Fun displays.  

Please let us know ahead of time what you have for display and when you would like to bring it in so that we can be prepared.  Also, please include the student’s name with each display.  One question we often hear is, “Who made that?”

Record Television Programming

Many educational channels allow schools to videotape their programming and use the videotapes for up to one year without copyright infringement.  Give us at least a day or two advance notice, and be sure to double check program titles and times for our area.  For example, not all PBS stations broadcast the same programming at the same time or even on the same day.  

Traveling TV/DVD/VCR

We now have a TV/ DVD/VCR set-up on a cart and ready to loan out for those of you without such conveniences in your room.  (Aren’t you proud of us, Mr. Rekosh?!)

Laminator
We have a 24” wide laminator available for your school posters, etc.  You can do your own lamination, or if you want to leave the material with us, we’ll laminate for you.  Allow 20 minutes in your schedule for the laminator to warm up.

Because the machine uses almost a foot of laminate before it ever gets to what you are laminating, we ask that you not laminate single small items unless absolutely necessary. 

Somebody needs something laminated at least once a week.  If you have something small and/or you are in no hurry, put it in our mailbox with a note, and we’ll laminate it when we have a bigger order.  

Pictures for Collages

When we weed out our old magazines, we put them in a stack on the bottom shelf of the bookcase nearest the entry to the library.  You are welcome to those for your collage projects.

Special Hours

The library is officially open from 7:30 until 3:30, but Deb is often working until at least 4:00 and is happy to let students read or work quietly in the library until she leaves.

During heavy research times of the year, we are also willing to arrange special library research hours.  Students have suggested that we stay open longer or re-open after sports practice ends one day each week.  We are considering that service.  However, in the meantime, if you feel your students would benefit from extra library hours for a particular project, please let Deb know.
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