SMART RESEARCH

Searching Intelligently, Efficiently, Effectively
The bulk of the research process occurs before you ever take a note!!  Save time and energy.  Think while you browse.  Formulate your framework while you browse.  Outline your ideas.  THEN, begin a serious search for the specific information that you need.

BOOKS

Use reputable books that are up-to-date with appropriately detailed information.

Use the table of contents, the index, and bibliographical references (works cited pages) to decide on the focus and search terms for your topic.

SUBSCRIPTION DATABASES

Use subscription databases for current articles and books that are appropriately in depth for your topic.

Use the Subject Indexes in book databases like Shawnee Library System’s iPAC, ILLINET Online, and OCLC FirstSearch WorldCat to help narrow your topic – even if you don’t order the books!

Use EBSCOhost MAS Ultra Online, Issues and Controversies, and OCLC FirstSearch World Cat to explore your topic and help narrow your research.

SUBJECT DIRECTORIES AND SEARCH ENGINES HELP YOU ORGANIZE YOUR RESEARCH

Subject Directories offer a collection of links to Internet resources that are submitted by human evaluators and organized into subject categories.  Search Engines use mechanical spiders to collect links.  Many do not organize information.  This list includes some search engines that do rank articles.  Most cannot or will not access the Deep Web.

WEBSITES TO HELP CHOOSE BEST SEARCH ENGINE OR DIRECTORY

Chose the Best Search for Your Information Need (http://noodletools.com/debbie/literacies/information/5locate/advicedepth.html) is organized and maintained by Debbie and Damon Abilock, the folks who bring you all the great NoodleTools learning tools.

WEBSITE TO HELP ANALYZE INFORMATION

Public Agenda Online (http://www.publicagenda.org) is a non-partisan opinion research organization offering background and analysis of current social issues.

WEBSITE FOR STATE & LOCAL GOVERNMENT STATISTICS

FirstGov (http://firstgov.gov) is a site devoted to state and local government issues.  Great for local or state statistics that you might need for your research.  

WEBSITE FOR GENERAL STATISTICAL INFORMATION

University of Michigan Documents Center (http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/stats.html) is a AWESOME source for statistics.  Everything is organized into categories and sub-categories.

INVISIBLE WEB RESOURCES 

Invisible web sources are those that mechanical search engines and spiders typically can’t find.

MEDICAL

Vivisimo BioMed (http://vivisimo.com/projects/BioMed) 

MedLine Plus: Health Information from the National Library of Medicine and the National Institutes of Health (http://medlineplus.gov/) 

ART

National Gallery of Art (http://www.nga.gov/collection/srchexpd.htm) is a database that allows

you to search by artist’s last name or key words.  Can also search by image.

HISTORY

Library of Congress (http://loc.gov) is a wonderful site rich with art, photographs, and primary 

sources dealing with all things American.

DON’T FORGET:

1. Use your Boolean search skills.  Use your Internet math skills.  Truncate if necessary.

2. Remember that the first sites in many mechanical search engine searches are simply the sites with your search word mentioned most often in the most important places.  They are not necessarily the best.  

3. Read the URL.  See your handout.

4. Triangulate – after reading your site carefully, try the links FROM the page; google the author or publisher; find out who is linking TO the page.

5. Still not sure?  Go to http://www.snopes.com to search for the page or publisher or author.  Snopes tracks hoaxes, urban legends, and scams.

6. Be skeptical—not paranoid.  Not everything on the Internet is bad.  You just have to know how to pick out “the good stuff.”

You know some secrets to searching intelligently, efficiently, and effectively.

Now all you have to do is put them to use.

Good Luck!

This handout with the live links can be found at http://www.rbhsmedia.org/researcher.  Click on “What are some trustworthy search engine and sites?”  Go to the Smart Research paragraph and click on either the Word document link or the pdf document link.

